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Work is another name of life. Idle persons have no place in the earth. So
do not waste time. Wastage of time means wastage of life.
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ENGLISH (Second Language)
[READING COMPREHENSION (SEEN)]
|. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:

Some days after the funeral, a special train took Gandhiji's ashes to
Allahabad. The compartment was decked with flowers. People on the
train sang bhajans. People did not weep any more for they could feel
Gandhiji's presence amid the flowers and the songs. At every station
sorrowful crowds filled the platform. Amid song and prayer the train
reached Allahabad. The ashes were immersed in the Ganges where a huge
crowd had gathered at the bank. Aflerwards we all went back to Delhi.

Back in Delhi, I felt at sea. 1 had not directly walked with Gandhiji.
gone (o prison at his call or made any sacrifice for my country. My
sisters and 1, and other young people like me, had been merely on
lookers, Butstill I feltat sea. 1 felt I had grown up within a magic circle.
With Bapu's passing away, | felt the magic circle had vanished, leaving
me unprotected.

Wl{ll in ﬂl!urtl I roused myself. | asked myself had Bapu lived and
dlﬂ: for ll"l|h.llll§?? How could | so easily lose courage when he wi
'::m":;‘ll&:; ; 'l:;" t’:?;ﬁ::;h::«:_:| l:vlcw |‘m't so weak. Millions of people
indifVerence and “Wllkcnzd “wn‘:u't for Bapu. He brought them out L?l.

0 one another’s suffering. What 1l

Q
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now Bapu is gone? We were still there, young, strong and proud to bear
his banner before us.

Bapu had passed away but his India would continue to live in his
children. '
A. Write the correct alternative to complete the following sentences
in the given spaces : | x5=5
(1) People sang bhajans (a) on the death of Gandhi Ji (b) before the funeral
(c) during the funeral (d) while travelling with Gandhiji’s ashes. (ii)
Gandhiji awakened people to one another’s (a) indifference (b) suffering
(c) greed (d) jealousy. (iii) After coming back to Delhi, the author felt (a)
puzzled (b) angry (c¢) relieved (d) helpless. (iv) The author made an effort
to (a) walk back to Delhi (b) forget Gandhiji (c) bear Gandhi ji’s banner
(d) revive herself from a state of disappointment. (v) Gandhiji’s India
would continue to live in the mind of (a) his friends (b) the author (c) his
son (d) his countrymen. i
B. Complete the following sentences with information from the text : [ <3=3
(1) Ganchiji’s ashes were taken to Allahabad by — (ii) People did not
weep anymore — (iii) Bapu’s sudden death left the author ——.
C. State weather the following statements are True or False:
Write “T” for True and ‘F’ for False in the boxes on the right side. Provide
sentence/phrases/words in support of your answer : (1+)x2=4
(i) The author made great sacrifices for her country. CJS.8S. (ii) The youths
of India were expected to carry on Bapu’s legacy after his demise. (1S S.
2. Read the poem and answer the questions that follow :
To grass, or leaf, or fruit, or wall
The snail sticks close, nor fears to fall
As if he grew there, house and all, -
Together.
Within that house secure he hides
When danger imminent betides
Of storm, or other harm besides,
‘ Of weather.
Give but his horns the slightest touch,
His self-collecting power is such,
He shrinks into his house with much
Displeasure.
Where’er he dwells, he dwells alone,
Except himself has chattels none,

Well satisfied to be his own
Whole treasure.
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Thus. hermit-like, his life he leads,
Nor partner of his banquet needs,
And if he meets one, only feeds
The faster.
Who seeks him must be worse than blind,
(He and his house are so combined)
If, finding it, he fails to find
Its master.
A. Write the correct alternative to complete the following sentences;
. 1 %4=4
(i) The snail is (a) weak and fearful (b) deserted (c) insecure (d) self
satisfied. (ii) When the snail hides in his house, he feels (a) comfortable
(b) satisfied (c) secured (d) lonely (iii) The snail and his house are (a)
inseparable (b) different (c) perilous (d) separable. (iv) The snail leads
his life like a (a) knight (b) migrant (c) hermit (d) gypsy-
B. Answer the following questions : 2x2=4
(i) How does the snail react when someone touches its horns? (ii) When
does the snail feed faster?
READING COMPREHENSION (UNSEEN)
3. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:
The Gaganyaan mission aims to send three astronauts to an orbit
of 400km and bring them back after three days. India’s space agency
| Isro has been carrying out a number of tests to prepare for the flight. In
October, a key test demonstrated that the crew could safely escape the
rocket in case it malfunctioned. :

After its success, ISRO said a test flight would take a robot int0
space in 2024, before astronauts are sent into space in 2025.

At a function at the Isro centre in the southern city of Thiruvanantha
puram (formerly Trivandrum) on Tuesday, the four astronaut-designatcs
were described as “dreamers, adventurers and valiant men preparing
go into space.”

The officers, phosen from the Indian Air Force, were introduced
zitGir(f:iusi i fnapg?:;u Prénshan_th Balakrishnan Nair, Group Captzial:
Sttty Shukbe p Captain Angad Pratap and Wing Comman
bafgré?imlgﬁfernbﬁfnsdm Modi and lsro chie . Somanath pin'®
as “India’s Pride” Thesge e the'lr shists aud M Madi drscrived [he"'
are four powers \n;ho will e gLt f(.)ur.names or four p eople: Thﬂ]
space. | congrotulate and carry the aspirations of 1.4 billion Indians i

wish them all the best”, he said.
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Officials said the men were selected from a pool of Air Force pilots
and had undergone extensive physical and psychological tests before
being shortlisted. They have undergone rigorous training for 13 months
in Russia and are now carrying on with their gruelling schedule back
home. A video screened at the event showed them working out in the
gym, swimming and doing yoga.

On Tuesday, Isro also showed a glimpse of Vyommitra-Sanskrit
word for “space friend” — the female humanoid that will be sent into
space later this year,

The Gaganyaan Mission is India’s first human space flight programme
for which extensive preparations are underway at various Isro centres.

Named after the Sanskrit word for craft or vehicle to the sky, the
Gaganyaan project has been developed at the cost of 90 bn rupees ($ 1
bn, £ 897m). :

If it succeeds, India will become only the fourth country to send a
human into space after the Soviet Union, the US and China,

[Adapted from an article dated Feb. 23, 2024]
A. Tick the right answer - - 1x6=6

(1) The number of astronauts to be sent in space are (a) six (b) five
(c) four (d) three. (11) Isro demonstrated a key test in the mouth of (a)
September (b) October (¢) November (d) December. (111) In 2024 a test
flight would take into space (a) a dog (b) a monkey (c) arobot (d) three
astronauts. (iv) The chosen astronauts belong to (a) Air force (b) Naval
force (c) Military (d) Armed force. (v) The estimated cost of Gaganyaan
is (a) one billion rupees (b) 90 billion dollars (c) 897 million pounds (d)
100 billion rupees. (iv) The word ‘Vyommitra® stands for (a) vehecle to
the sky (b) space friend (c) protector of the sky (d) sky lantern. )
B. Each of the following statements is either ‘True’ or ‘False’. Write
“T” for ‘true’ and ‘F’ for ‘false’ in the boxes on the right hand side.
Also pick out suitable word(s) or phrase(s) from the passage in
Support of your answers. (1+1)x3=6
(1) A test demonstrated that the crew failed to escape the rocket in case
of its malfunction. 7 S.S (i1) The astronauts have undergone strict
training in Russia. 7 8.S. (111) No country has ever sent a human into
Space before India, (1 S.S.

C. Answer the following questions : 2x4=8
() What are the aims of the Gaganyaan mission? (ii) Name the astronauts
designated for the mission. (iii) What did the Prime Mlmster Opine
about the astronauts? (iv) How were the austronauts being shortlisted
for the mission?
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SECTION-B (GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY)
4. Write the correct alternatives to fill up the blanks : 1%3=3
We (held/holds/hold) our own culture in contempt until it (is
praised/praised/have been praised) by the foreign pundits and then we
praise it excessively (taken/taking/takes) cue from them.
5. Do as directed :
A. Fill in the blanks with appropriate article or preposition.: 1<3=3
Swaminathan was actas cord of communication Rajam
and Mani. ‘
B. (i) The lady received a telegram from her old friend. (Change the
voice.) (i) “Do you want to buy a basket?”, she asked. (Change into
indirect speech.) (iii) Haridwar 1s one of the holiest pilgrimage sites in
India. (Rewrite in positive degree.)
C. Choose the correct phrasal from the list given below to replace
the words underlined. Write the correct phrasal verbs in the boxes
on the right-handside changing the form where necessary. There is
one extra phrasal verb in the list : 1x3=3
(i) Do not quarrel with your classmates. (ii) His proposal was rejected.
(iii) The enemy surrendered after a long fight.
[carry on, give in, fall out, turn down]
6. Given below are the meanings of four words which you will find
in the passage in Question No. 3. Find out the words and write them
in the appropriate boxes on the right hand side : 2x4=8§
(i) the path through which celestial body or an object move around a
star or planet (ii) courageous (iii) projected onto a screen for viewing
(iv) an automation that resembles a human being
7 . SECTION-C (WRITING)
7. Write a story (within 100 words) using the following hints. Give
a title to the story.: 10
a rich business man — many servants — golden wrist watch stolen -
suspected two of the servants — gave all of them sticks of equal length
— told to return next day — cautioned : ‘thief’s stick will grow an inch’
—one cut off an inch in fear — fact disclosed
8. Write a letter (within 100 words) to the Editor of an English daily
exprfassing your concern over the addiction of youngsters to onlin¢
mobile games and social media. You may highlight the following

_points. 10
[Hints : waste of time — distraction in study — anti-social activities -
health hazards] ‘

9. Usg the following flow-chart to write a paragraph (within 100
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words) on *How to score higher marks’.
[Hints : understand the syllabus — attend all class regularly — prepare
your own notes — explore your weak areas — appeal for remedial classes

— study further, making a plan — practise from Test Papers — get the
answer rectified from the subject teachers]
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