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BENGALI (First Language)
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ENGLISH (Second Language)
READING COMPREHENSION (SEEN)
1. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questiopg
that follow :

It is always lovely on the Big Half Moon in summer. When it is fine,
the harbour is blue and calm with little wind and ripples. Every sum.
mer, we had some hobby. The last summer before Dick and Mimi came,
we were crazy about kites. A boy on the mainland showed Claude how
to make them. Back on the island, we made plenty of kites. Claude
would go around to the other side of the island and we would play ship-
wrecked mariners signalling to each other with kites.

We had a kite that was big and covered with lovely red paper. We
pasted gold tinsel stars all over it and had written our names full on it -
Claude Leete and Phillipa Leete, Big Half Moon lighthouse.

One day there was a grand wind for kite-flying. I’m not sure how it
happened, but as I was.bringing the kite from the house, | tripped and fell
over the rocks. My elbow went clear through the kite, making a big hole.

We had to hurry to fix the kite if we wanted to send it up before the
wind fell. We rushed into the lighthouse to get some paper. We knew
there was no more red paper. We took the first thing that came handy -
an old letter lying on the bookcase in the sitting room. We patched the
kite up with the letter, a sheet on each side and dried it by the fire. W
started out and up went the kite like a bird. The wind was glorious and
it soared. All at once — snap! And there was Claude, standing with a bt
of cord in his hand, looking foolish. Our kite had sailed away over [0
the mainland.

A. Write the correct alternative to complete the followits
sentences: | x53
(i) The Big Half Moon looked lovely during — (a) winter (b) summer (©
spring (d) autumn. (ii) To play shipwrecked mariners, Claude used t0 &°
to — (a) over the rocks (b) the mainland (c) the other side of the isla
(d) sitting room., (iii) Claude and the narrator made plenty of kites aftef
returning from — (a) the mainland (b) the lighthouse (c) the harbour (
the Big Half Moon. (iv) Claude learnt to make kites from — (a) Dick
- (b) Mimi (¢) Philippa Leete (d) a boy on the mainland. (v) The kite wi
covered with'—(a) an old letter (b) gold tinsel stars (¢) lovely red pap’
(d) none of these.
B. Complete the following senctences with information from the tt‘?“f
] 7(3:]-

(i) The name of the lighthouse was . (i) Claude and Philippa rus"*

-
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to the lighthouse . (iii) The kite went up like .
C. Answer the following questions : 2x2=4
(i) What was the address written on the kite? (ii) Why was Claude
standing foolishly?
2. Read the poem and answer the questions given below
To grass, or leaf, or fruit, or wall,
The snail sticks close, nor fears to fall,
As if he grew there, house and all
' Together.

‘Within that house secure he hides,

When danger imminent betides

Of storm, or other harm besides

Of weather.

- A. Choose the correct alternatives to complete the following
sentences: : ’ 1x4=4
(1) The sail sticks close to — (a) bench 1 (b) leaf 1 (¢) board 3 (d)
door (1 (ii) The snail is — (a) lifeless 7 (b) homeless 3 (c) fearless
(d) all of the above [ (ii) Here ‘betides’ means — (a) happens (I (b)
besides (1 (¢) does not occur [1(d) hides. 1 (iv) The house of the snail
is — (a) fragile (3 (b) strong 1 (¢) temporary (3 (d) soft (1.

B. Answer the following questions: _ 2x2=4
(i) Where does the snail live? (ii) What kind of danger may the snail face?
READING COMPREHENSION (UNSEEN)

3. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions |

that follow:

Kolkata, March 15: Commercial services of the century’s first
underwater metro train commenced in Kolkata on Friday with hundreds
of passengers erupting into jubilation on their first ride. A train began
its journey from the Howrah Maidan station on the East-West metro
corridor of Kolkata at 7 am with loud cheers and claps from commuters,
Wwhile another started cruising from Esplanade station at the same time.

Hundreds of commuters thronged the stations in the early morning to
be part of the ‘first-day first underwater metro’ bandwagon._At t.he two
Stations in the 4.8 km stretch, passengers were seen §tandlng in long
queues in the morning to get tickets, while the authorities greeted them
With rose stems. ' A

Kolkata and Howrah are connected through bridges overthe Hooghly
_river but now the twin cities are being linked beneath the river, which is
ltselfexciting said Arati Bose, 56, a resident of Howrah district, before

hoarding the train at Howrah Maidan.
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The commercial services began after Prime Minister Narendra Mog;
had on March 6 inaugurated the Howrah Maidan-Esplanade section of
Kolkata Metro’s East-West corridor, heralding India’s first venture into
" underwater metro services. As the train entered the under-river stretch,
passengers on board erupted in joy and some enthusiastically rushed to

_the window to get a glimpse of the illumination of the tunnel wall under
the Hooghly river. The under-river section of the tunnel is 520 metres
long and a train took around 45 seconds to cross it.

In the Howrah Maidan to Esplanade section; a total of 130 services
will be available daily from Monday to Saturday. The trains will run
at 12-15 minute intervals in both directions, according to a statement
issued by the Metro Railway earlier. It is also reported that the 4.8 km
stretch of East-West Metro from Howrah Maidan to Esplanade has been
built at a cost of Rs. 4,965 crore.

The work for the East-West corridor began in 2009 and tunneling
under the Hooghly river commenced in 2017. Of the total 16.6 km
of the corridor, 10.8 km is underground, including the tunnel beneath
the river, The project has suffered delays owing to an aquifer burst at
Bowbazar in central Kolkata on August 31, 2019, leading to severe
ground subsidf_:nce, the collapse of several buildings there and two
more water leakage incidents at the same site in 2022 during tunneling

and construction work.
[Adapted from ‘The Economic Times']

A. Write the correct alternative to complete the following
" sentences: 1 x6=
(i) The first underwater metro train service began on — (a) Monday [ (b)
Wednesday [ (c) Friday (3 (d) Saturday (1. (ii) The first train started
from the Howrah Maidan Station at — (a) 5 am [ (b) 7 am [ (¢) 10 am
3(d) 7 pm 2. (iii) The distance between Howrah Maidan Metro Station
to Esplanade Station is —(a) 4.7 km 3 (b) 4.8 km [ () 4.9 km C3(d) 8.4
km . (iv) The work of East-West corridor began in the year — (a) 2009
3(b) 2011 I(c) 2017 3 (d) 2022 . (v) The expenditure to build th¢
stretch of 4.8 km Howrah was — Rs. (a) 5694 crore (1 (b) 6945 cror¢
(c) 9465 crore C1(d) 4965 crore [, (Vi) The passage is a — (a) biograph
I (b) short story [ (c) essay (d) newspaper report [L_].
B. Each of the following statements is either ‘True’ or
“T* for True and ‘F’ for ‘False’ in the boxes on the right-hand
Provide sentence or phrase(s) from the passage in support of

answers . (l+l)" .
(i) The passenger were greeted with garlands 1 Supporting sentenc®

‘False’, Writ¢
side:
you'
Jﬁb
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(ii) The train did not tak.c‘a. a minute to cross the under-river tunnel, ]
- Supporting sentence : (iii) The passengers enjoyed the train journey
under the Hooghly river. CJ Supporting sentence '

- (. Answer the following questions : 2%4=5
(i) By whom was the Howrah Maidan — Esplanade Kolkata Metro
service inaugrated? (11) Where did Arati Bose board the train? (iii) How
long is the under-river section of the tunnel? (iv) What is the reason for
delay the project?

, SECTION-B (Grammar and Vocabulary)

4. Write the correct alternative to fill up the blanks : | %x3=3
“Loaf about less on Sundays and you (are/were/will be) without
a headache on Monday.” Swami (knows/knew/has known) how

-~ strict his father could be. So he (changes/changed/had changed)
his tactics.

5. Do as directed :

A.Fill in the blanks with appropriate article or preposition : 1x3=3
Every drop water is source life.
B. 1x3=3
(1) Don’t waste time. (Change the voice) (i) Mr. Roy said to his friends,
‘Let’s go to cinema’. (Change the mode of narration) (iii) He must go
there. (Make the sentence negative)
C. Choose the correct phrasal verbs from the list given below to replace
the words underlined. Write the correct phrasal verbs in the boxes on
the right-hand side changing the forms, where necessary. There is one
€xtra phrasal verb in the list : 1x3=3
(i) The girl resembles her mother, [ (ii) The manager has postponed
fhtf meeting, [ (iii) Mr. Das rejected our proposal. [
[List ‘give away, turn down, take after, put off)
6. Given below are the meanings of four words which you will find
in the Passage in Question No.3. Find out words and write them in
the appr Opriate boxes on the right-hand side : 2x4=8
) coming out suddenly and dramatically (7 (ii) gradual caving in or
1imkmg of an area of land (= (iii) consisting of two [ (iv) a period of
"’_c by which something is late .
9. Use SECTION-C (Writing) Slond
don, ¢ the flow chart to write a paragraph on organising a bloo
: ation Camp; 10
gr()w Chart; campus set up —+names of blood doners enlisted —*bl0f>d
cumfp tested made o lie on bed —+ veins compressed - cleaned wnh‘
T needle inserted — blood collected in sterilised bottle of

-
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